
Peace Mala and The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

Today we live in a world where almost everyone agrees that anyone below 18 years old has the right to special care and protection. What’s more, young people are seen as playing an active role in asserting their rights.

However, that has not always been the case. It has only been since 20 November 1989, when the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) that the world has benefited from one set of legal rights for all children and young people. Today, 193 States parties have ratified the Convention, making it the most widely ratified human rights agreement in the world.

A convention such as this is an agreement between people or countries where everyone agrees to follow the same law. The CRC spells out the range of rights to which children everywhere are entitled. It sets basic standards for children’s well-being at different stages of their development and is the first universal, legally binding code of child rights in history. 

The Convention states that everyone under the age of 18 (the definition of a child), regardless of gender, origin, religion or possible disabilities, needs special care and protection because children are often the most vulnerable.

The above information was taken from the Unicef website.  
http://www.unicef.org/rightsite
In total there are 54 articles in the UN Convention on the Rights of The Child.  
The vision and work of Peace Mala clearly align with these aims.  Peace Mala is especially committed to working towards a future where all children and young people:
1. Will enjoy the best possible health and are free from abuse, victimisation and exploitation 
2. Will be listened to, treated with respect, and have their ethnicity and cultural identity recognised 

3. Will have a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotional well being 

4. Will not be disadvantaged by poverty
